[Different selection rates--fallacies in epidemiological studies].
Practical examples from preventive and curative medicine are given to demonstrate how competing selection rates distort the results of epidemiological studies. In order to quantify this distorsion the bias is tabulated and graphed for different combinations of features (diseases, symptoms, findings, etc.) on the one hand and different admission or participation rates on the other hand. With the help of a formula which can be stored in a pocket calculator the sample bias can be quantified also. Prerequisite is the estimation of selection rates. They have such a bearing on the results of epidemiological studies that it is advisable to ask two questions before any interpretation: 1. which factors can lead to different admission rates in the groups (A,B) under study and 2. which factors can lead to different admission rates of persons with and without the feature (X) under study.